
1Baum, L. Frank. The Wizard of Oz. A three-CD
set of the famous story, read by Henry Shale.

When Dorothy and her little dog Toto are taken by a
tornado into a magical world the Scarecrow, the Tin
Woodman and the Cowardly Lion all help her to get
to the Emerald City. But will Dorothy ever see Kansas
again? Great for car trips! * ISBN 9780141808314
R.P. $24.95 now $12.95

3Benson, E.F. Trouble for Lucia. Lucia has
reached the pinnacle of village life by becoming

Mayor of Tilling. But her arch-rival, Elizabeth Mapp
has been appointed Mayoress. It is a busy time for
Lucia with a novelist, an artist, and an opera singer
staying in Tilling, a resurrected budgie and the
overnight stay of a duchess that nobody will believe
happened. Gloriously read by the actress Miriam
Margolyes on 3 CDs. * ISBN 9781405508742 R.P.
$32.95 now $12.95

5Farrell, J. G. Troubles. Set on the east coast of
Ireland largely in the down-at-heel Hotel Majestic,

in 1919. The Major is there to become united to his
fiancée whom he met in Brighton during the war. The
welcome he receives is not quite what he expected
and he is soon drawn into Irish politics. Read by Irish-
born actor Sean Barrett on 4 CDs over 5 hours. *
ISBN 9781904605997 R.P. $39.95 now $14.95

7Ibbotson, Eva. The Secret Countess. An
enchanting novel read by the English actress Sian

Thomas. Anna is an 18-year-old-Russian countess.
She and her family must escape from the revolution -
but Anna ends up in London in 1919 penniless. She
begins working as a servant for the aristocratic
Westerholme family…and falls in love with the young
earl. Approximately three hours listening time. *
ISBN 9780230735866 R.P. $24.95 now $12.95

9Martel, Yann. Beatrice and Virgil. Henry is
pulled into the world of a strange elderly taxider-

mist and becomes increasingly involved with the lives
of a donkey and a howler monkey (Beatrice and
Virgil) and the epic odyssey they undertake. A bril-
liantly original story by the Booker Prize-winning
novelist, read on 5 CDs over 6 hours by Mark
Bramhall. * ISBN 9781847679246 R.P. $39.95 now
$19.95

11McCall Smith, Alexander. The Charming
Quirks of Others. Isabel Dalhousie is asked

by the wife of a trustee of the illustrious Bishop
Forbes school to look into a poison-pen letter that
makes insinuations about applications for the new
principal. Her niece Cat has a new, hearty boyfriend.
And her fiancé, James, is pursued by a pretty cellist
with a tragic story. Wonderfully read on 4 CDs by
Hilary Neville. * 176pp ISBN 9781405508858 R.P.
$35.00 now $12.95

2Benson, E.F. Lucia’s Progress. Lucia is now liv-
ing permanently in the ancient town of Tilling, a

fact most annoying to her arch-rival, Miss Mapp, who
resents Lucia’s challenges to her social supremacy. A
glorious comedy of wit and snobbery ensues as the
pair battle for control. Read by Miriam Margolyes on
3 CDs. Great fun, great value. * ISBN
9781405508728 R.P. $32.95 now $14.95

4Burley, W.J. Wycliffe and the House of Fear. An
exciting thriller read on 6 CDs by Peter Kenny

with a running time of 6 hours and 37 minutes. When
Detective Superintendent Wycliffe is holidaying in
Cornwall he meets the dysfunctional Kemp family
who have lived in the area for 500 years. Roger Kemp
has had two wives disappear under suspicious cir-
cumstances, and Wycliffe is drawn into investigating
the strange family. * ISBN 9781409123941 R.P.
$39.95 now $14.95

6Gaskell, Elizabeth. The Best of Elizabeth
Gaskell. Her story Mary Barton, about a woman

torn between two different men is dramatic and
romantic and is read to perfection by Maggie
Ollerenshaw. North and South, her largely autobio-
graphical story of a genteel country family shocked by
squalid inner-city conditions when they move into
town is read by actress Jenny Agutter. There are 4
CDs in all, running time is 5 hours. * ISBN
9781904605836 R.P. $51.95 now $19.95

8Lane, Andrew. Young Sherlock Holmes: Red
Leech. Sherlock Holmes knows that adults keep

secrets. But he didn’t expect to find the world’s most
famous assassin apparently living in Surrey when he’s
meant to be dead - and his own brother somehow
involved. To discover the truth, Sherlock goes to
America. Read by English actor Dan Stevens on three
CDs. * ISBN 9780230745131 R.P. $29.95 now
$14.95

10McCall Smith, Alexander. The Careful Use
of Compliments. Philosopher Isabel

Dalhousie, editor of The Review of Applied Ethics is
facing the challenges of motherhood with her adored
son Charlie and enjoying her relationship with James,
Charlie’s father. She is drawn into the story of a
painter’s mysterious death off the island of Jura and
wrestles with the Machiavellian and suspiciously
handsome Professor Dove. Beautifully read on 5 CDs
by the actress Hilary Neville. * 1pp ISBN
9781405500586 R.P. $39.95 now $14.95

12McCall Smith, Alexander. The Dog Who
Came in from the Cold. In Corduroy

Mansions, Pimlico, lonely William French and his
faithful dog Freddie de la Hay are recruited into MI6
by an attractive female operative.  Barbara Ragg is
tempted by romance. Caroline finds James sadly lack-
ing as a suitor. And Berthea Snark is called away to
protect her brother from a pair of New Age con artists.
Read by British actor Andrew Sachs (you may
remember him as Manuel in Fawlty Towers) on four
CDs over five hours. * ISBN 9781405508599 R.P.
$35.00 now $12.95
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13McCall Smith, Alexander. The Lost Art of
Gratitude. Isabel Dalhousie is worried about

her niece Cat’s latest unsuitable boyfriend. She is also
considering the seismic change in her life wrought by
her small son Charlie and his father, whom she adores.
This collection of four CDs is read by the actress
Hilary Neville. * 1pp ISBN 9781405503457 R.P.
$35.00 now $12.95

15Sewell, Anna. Black Beauty. It is the famous
story of a brave horse that most of us have

sobbed over (oh the dreadful cruelty to poor Ginger).
Black Beauty is one of the best-loved  creatures in
children’s literature as this horse, who always does his
best, is moved from one owner to another, experienc-
ing good and bad treatment from humans. Read by
Ben Fogle on 2 CDs over 2.5 hours. * ISBN
9781904605003 R.P. $29.95 now $14.95

17Smith, Wilbur. Assegai. This well-known
adventure story set in pre-World War One

Africa is splendidly read on six CDs by Simon Vance
who is both an actor and professional narrator. Leon
Courtney is a professional big-game hunter in British
East Africa who stumbles on a plot against the British
involving the disenchanted survivors of the Boer War.
* ISBN 9780230715080 R.P. $32.95 now $14.95

19Smith, Wilbur. The Seventh Scroll. This
Scroll holds clues to a fabulous treasure of a

buried Pharaoh. Duraid Al Simmu and his beautiful
Egyptian-English wife are on the trail, but when
Duraid is brutally murdered, Royan returns to
England. With the help of archaeologist Nicholas
Quentin-Harper she begins the quest anew. A rip-roar-
ing adventure read on three CDs by the eminent
English actor James Fox. * ISBN 9780333907177
R.P. $32.95 now $14.95

21Voltaire. Candide. Voltaire, a ‘genius of the
enlightenment’, was critical of the superstitions

and religious attitudes of his time. The story of
Candide and his tutor Pangloss who travel the world
following the philosophy ‘All is for the best in this,
the best of all possible worlds’ is sharp and witty. The
characters encounter opposition to their outlook and
Candide realises some of the dark truths of life. Read
by Andrew Sacks on 4 CDs over 3.5 hours. * ISBN
9781904605942 R.P. $51.95 now $19.95

14Rankin, Ian. The Complaints. Malcolm Fox
works at the disliked Complaints and Conducts

Department, where cops investigate other cops. He
has plenty of family problems to worry about, and a
new task - to prove a policeman called Jamie Breck is
crooked. Read on six CDs by James Macpherson (he
played DCI Jardine in Taggart for years). * ISBN
9781409101512 R.P. $49.95 now $19.95

16Shelley, Mary and Stoker, Bram. Horror
Double Bill: Frankenstein: Dracula. These

two scary stories of horror and woe are sure to thrill.
Frankenstein, about the building of a man from parts
of corpses is read by David Rintoul. Anthony
Valentine reads Dracula, that tale of Transylvanian
terror. There are 4 CDs with a reading time of 5 hours.
* ISBN 9781906147297 R.P. $51.95 now $19.95

18Smith, Wilbur. Birds Of Prey. Sir Francis
Courtney and his son Hal are lying in wait for

a treasure-laden galleon of the Dutch East India
Company. It was 1667, a time when international mar-
itime law permitted acts of piracy, rape and murder,
otherwise punishable by death. Read by Martin Shaw
(you may have seen him on TV as Commander Adam
Dalglish), on four CDs. * ISBN 9780230744998 R.P.
$28.95 now $12.95

20Summerscale, Kate. The Suspicions of Mr.
Whicher: or the Murder at Road Hill House.

A riveting true story - ‘the original Victorian
Whodunnit’ which provoked national hysteria. On
30th June 1860 the Kent family awoke in their house
in Road, Wiltshire to discover their youngest son had
been gruesomely murdered in the night. But the house
was bolted from the inside - was it one of the family?
The celebrated detective, Jack Whicher is sent to find
the murderer. Read by Harriet Walter on five CDs. *
ISBN 9781408800102 R.P. $35.00 now $16.95

22Waterhouse, Keith and Simm, John. Billy
Liar. Billy lives in Yorkshire. His life is dull

and stifling, his energetic imagination causes him no
end of trouble. He lies his way in and out of every sit-
uation which causes even more entanglements such as
3 fiancées. Tom long ago played Billy’s mate at La
Boite in Brisbane. After spending far too long at the
pub before performance he lurched onto stage
spoonerishly saying ‘Ah Billy there be mubble up at
trill’ which has evolved into quite the family saying
about untoward events. There are 6 CDs with 7 hours
playing time. * ISBN 9781906147761 R.P. $40.95
now $19.95
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