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December 2002

Good morning Doctor!

And that’s the simple purpose of this letter… to remind you that the Australian Spinal Research Foundation (ASRF) still urgently requires the generous financial support of chiropractors like yourself. Your help is critical so that we may continue funding the vital research that authenticates and promotes the role and effectiveness of chiropractic in the wellbeing of all Australians.

Over the last twelve months, the ASRF Board has approved grants in excess of $67,000 for a range of research projects. And here is just some of the research that’s being done because of the magnificent support of chiropractors around Australia like you. 

· Continuation funding of $20,800 for the second year of a $60,000 to Dr Philip Bolton for An investigation of the chiropractic vertebral subluxation hypothesis in respect of neck-evoked reflex control of limb muscles. (This is core chiropractic business.)
· New funding of $35,652 to Dr Adrian Wenban in Spain for a two-year project entitled, Chiropractic maintenance care: a clinical trial. (Due to overwhelming feedback, the ASRF Board is pleased to fund this wellness study – something the profession and legislators have been seeking for many years.)

· New funding of $10,653 to Professor Jenny Jamison for a project entitled, Chiropractic care: a case study of maintenance care in the treatment of insomnia. (Another important project.)
Now, whilst that may seem to be a significant investment in research, (and, indeed from our perspective it is) it pales into insignificance when compared to the estimated $25 million “donated” by drug companies in Australia last year to what they probably regard as “token” research merely to establish themselves as good corporate citizens. 

It would not be pulling a long bow to suggest that in one year alone they spend at least 100 times what we have spent in the last five years merely on media advertising! And that advertising promotes a range of so called wonder drugs for conditions for which chiropractic is a far more effective and far less invasive approach!  

The other side of the equation is that the funds we raise are also used to promote the results of research grants we approve. We employ carefully targeted public relations strategies designed to ensure that key decision makers get the information and understand its implications so that they are favourably disposed to the effectiveness of chiropractic. 

It all costs money and we operate on a shoestring! (Money donated to the Bright Future campaign is never used for our operating costs, which we cover, by selected fund raising activities.) That’s why we are asking for your help. We need your generous support now!

Please make the decision to become a Member of the Foundation at the level that suits you as shown on the attached application and help us continue our work. Remember all donations are fully tax deductible for chiropractors and their staff!

Yours in Chiropractic
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Dr Brian Kelly

PRESIDENT – ASRF

PS. Don’t miss the improved benefits to Members – fortnightly Chiropractic Updates
and regular Patient Updates, as well as the quarterly Focus on Research .
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